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An ACT forthe Relief 
and Releaſe of poor Diſtreſſed 


Priſoners forDebr or Dammages. 


CH -4 P: 1 
DPBASDMUCH as very many perſons 
| noW detained in P2ifon, are miſerably 
Impoverilhed, either by reaſon of the. late 
Unhappy Kebellion in this Kingdom, their own 
Misfo:tunes, oz otherwiſe, ſo as they are total- 
ly Diſabled fo give any Satisfaction to their 
Credito!s ; and by being detained in P2:\fon 
without advantage to any, are rendered Uſe- 
leſs and a Burthen to the Bingdom, to the great 
Pzejudice thereof. 
We tit therefore Enacted by the Kings Yoſt 
Ercellent Pajeſty, by, and with the Advice and 
Conſent of the E.o02ds Spiritual and Zempozal, 
and Commons in this p:eſent Parliament Aſ- 
{cmbled, and by Aunthozity of the ſame, That 
all perſons who Were in Pzifon upon the Firſt 
Day of Auguſt, .in the Pear of Pur Lozd God 
One thouland Sir hundzed Ninety ſeaven, foz 
Debt o2 Damages, 02 fo2, o2 upon any Action 
92 Attions, oz upon any Yean P2ocels fo2 Debe, 
v2 other Actions Whatſoever ; Which Actions by 
P2oſecution of Law may become Judgments, 
o2 who have Pudgments. Entred upon Recozd 
againſt them, oz are Charged in Execution, or 
K his Rs; Impriſoned 


4. Anno Reguni Decimo 
Impziſoned upon Attachment Debf, 02 tiport 
Outlawries, befoze o2 after Putgmeyt fox 
Debt, 62 upon any other Pz2ccrſs Whatlocver, 
ſſning. out off any Court of Zaw oz Equity, 
d: the Cauſe of Devt.o: Damages, o2 Cefts 
only, Who Yall take the Oath hereafter men= 
tioned, Hall and may be Beleaſed, and Diſchar- 
ged from their Jmp:iſonment, in ſuch wap and 
manner, as ts herein and hereafter p:'ovided, 
Aud be it further Enacted by the Autho:ity 
afo:zeſaird, That it fhail and may be lawful to, 
and fo: any Jultice of the Þeace of any County, 
Tity, Town o2 Liberty, Within the Kingdom 
of Ireland, by Warrant under His Yand and 
Seal, to Require the Sherift, Goaier, o2 Ke- 
per of any Pziſon Within his reſpertive Puriſ- 
diction, to bing befo:e Him Without delay, the 
280dy of any Perſon being in Pziſon fo: Deb, 
9 any other Action, as afozelaid, on the Firit 
Day of Auguſt afoeſatd, and the (aid perſon 
Petitioning ſuch Juſtice to be Diſcharged to 
{ome convenient place, Within the diſtance of One 
Pile from the ſaid Pziſon, and {hall certifie the 


. Tauſe and Cauſes of the Pmp:ifonment, befo2e 


the ſame Juffice; which Warrant every ſuch 
Dheriik, Goaler and Keeper, is hereby Com- 
manded fo cbep: And in Caſe ſuch Pziſoner 
coming befoze ſuch Puſtice, ſhall take an Datrh 
tro this effec, befoze the ſaro Puiltice, 


A. 2B, do upon my Corporal Oath, Solemnly 
Profels and Declare before Almighty God, 
'Fhat T am not worth in Lands, Money, Goods or 
Stock, nor any other Eſtate, Real or Perſonal in 
Poſſefion, Reverſion, or Remainder, of the value 


of Five pounds in the whole, or ſufficient to pay 
| the 
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the Debt or Damage, for which I am Impriſoned : 
And that I have not directly, or indire&tly Sold, 
Leaſed, or otherwiſe Conveyed, Diſpoſed of, or In- 
truſted all, or any part of my ſaid Money, Lands, 
Goods, Stock, or Eſtate, whereby to ſecure the 
ſame to Receive, or expect any profit or advantage 
thereof or to Defraud or Deceive any Creditor or 


Creditors whatſoever, to whom I am Indebted, 
So help me God, &C. 


Which ſaid Oath, the ſaid Juſtice of the 
Peace, is hereby Jmpowered and Auchoz15ed co 
Adminiſter; that then after the making of ſuch 
Dath, the ſaid Puitice ſhall Remand che P2tſo= 
ner to P:iſon, and ſhall withoue Fe give a Cer- 
tificate thereof in writing nnder his Hand and 
Deal, to the ſa'd PÞziſoner, to be ſerved on ſuch 
perſon o2 perſons, his o2: their Erecuto!s, o2 
Adminiſtrat92s, 02 t3 be left at the place of the 
uſual Abode of ſuch perſon o2 perſ5ns, at 
whoſe Dute the Þ2:iſoner ſtandeth Charged and 
JImp:iſoned, thereby appointing as Well che ſaid 
verſon o2 perſons, as the ſaid Pzifoner, to ap= 
pear vefoze the Juſtices at the next General- 
Nuarter-Deſlions of the Peace, to be held fo2 
the ſame County, City, Town oz Liberty; and 
when it ſhall appear upon Oath, befoze the ſaid 
Juſtices, which ſaid Dath, the ſa.d Juſtices 
are hereby PJmpowered and Authoztzed to Ad- 
miniſter, that the ſaid Certificate was ſo ſerved, 
02 left, Ten Days 62 mo2e, befo2e the ſaid Def=- 
ſions ; and that the ſaid Oath taken by the ſaid 
Pz ſoner, be nof diſp:oved by god Teſtimony, 
of any C:edibic perſon 62 perſons upon Oath, 
to be Adminiſtred by che ſaid Puffices, by Uir=- 
tune of this Ac; Then che ſard Puſtices being 
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6 Anno Regni Decimo 
ſatisfied therein, ſhall without Fre diren ch-ir 
Warrant under their Hands and Seats. com- 
manding the fatd Sheriit, Goaler, 62 Kever of 
the Pziſon, to let at Ziberty, and Dilcharge 5:5 
ſaid P:iſoner, if Pmpziſoned for the Cauſes a- 
tozeſaid, and no other, Without vaying any 
| thing fo: the F&ts, o2 Chamber-Revt 3; Which 
| Warrant ſhall be a ſufficient Diſcharge co the 
ſaid Sherift, G3aler, oz Kefper of the 411iſon, 
and no Action of Eſcape, o: other Action ſhall 
be bzought againlt them, o2 any of them in any 

wiſe toz the ſame. 

3220Vided alWays, ZZhat if any C:crdito: Mall 
tnliit to have His Debiox continned in P:iſon af- 
ter he hath taken the ſaid Oath, and will allow 
him a weckly Waintainance, to be apporttted by 
_ the Juſtices of the Peace. not erctmiiia Sonr- 
ten pence the Week ; that ſuch Brifouer (hall be 
continued in Pz:iſon fo2 the ſpace of Zire 
L£onihs, cn Payment of the ſaro wanekly At- 
lowance, as ato:eſaid; Which ſaid £oney (hall 
be Paid weekly to the ſaid P:iſoner himſelf, and 
not to the Goaler, Keeper. or any other foz him : 
And if w:thin the ſpace of Three Months, after 
ſuch weekly Allowance by any Creditoz, rio E- 
itate of the P:iloner [hall be Diſcoveres o: Made 
out, befoze Two Juſtices of the Peace of that: 
County and Diviſion, Where the ſaid Priſoner 
is kept in Pzilon, then the ſaid P:iſoner (all 
Without Fe be fozthWith Diſcharged, by War- 
rant under the Hands and Scals of any EZws 
Juſtices of the Peace, of the ſame County oz 
_ Div'llon; where che ſaid Pz2eiſoner ſhail be fo 
_Pmpriloned, to the Keeper of ſuch Priſon, in 
' that behalf Directed as fully and amply, as if 
ſuch Priſoner ſhall be ſo inpriſoned to the 
REPLY 
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Gulielmi Tertii. 4 
Keeper of ſich Priſon in that behalf, dircced as 
fully and amply as if ſuch Priſoner Had beEn 
Diſcharged by Juſtices of the Peace af the 
Muarter-DSeſlions : And that then, and from 
thenceforth, the ſaid Wrkly Allowance ſhalt 
ceale and determine, as if the ſame Had never 
been made. 
And be it further Enacted by the Anthozi- 
ty afozeſaid, That no Pziſfoner Diſcharged 
out of Pyziſon by Uirtne of this p:eſenc 
Att, Yall at any time hereafter be Jm- 
p2ifoned (02, o2 by reaſon of any Debt o2: Dama? 
ges, 92 ary Dumm 02 DSumms of £D2nep con=- 
traced 02 Crown due fo, 0! recovered by any 
perſon 02 perſons at whole Sute the ſa:d Y1iſo- 
tier did and Charged in any Puſon, o2 any 
ater - perſon o2 perſons to Whom ſich Pziſcner 
Did give nofice under the and and Seal of 
ſome Puſtice of the Peace of the ſane County 
02 place, thr ſpace of Ten days befo:e the time 
of His Diſcharge, of his Jntention to receive the 
Benefit of this At. and- of the Way and Courſe 
He (ntended to take foz obtaining the ſaine, befoze 
the time of thetr Diſcharge, as afo:efaiv, 2But 
that upon any Arrelt fo: ſuch Devt, Dainagcs, 
02 DUNmns of Yoney, tt ſYail and may be Zaw- 
ful £52 them, ſhewing a Duplicate of cfjeir ©if= 
charges under the Hands and Seals of the Þ1u- 
iTices $f the Peace, by Whom they Were D:(- 
charged, 2 of any Two of then, c2 of ſuch *$1n- 
tices of the Peace, in Cale ſuch Pzifoner ve 
diſcharces after an Allowance of Paintenance 
by the Tredicos fo2 Thee Wonths, as atore- 
{aid, 3bHich che ſaid Juſtices are Hereby Bequi= 
red fo Nive Without Fe to cVerp Prileier to BY 
them Bdiicharged, to retain an Attorney t9 aByear 
fo: tht, ane File Common 25ait £2 every tnch 
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Action. and Plead thereunto, ſo that the jslan- 
tiff ( if he pleaſe) may Recover and Enter 
Judgment againlt ſuch Pziſoner, to be Execu-= 
ted and Levyed upon the Lands. Tenements, 
GOds and Chattels of fuch P2iſoner ſo diſchar= 
ged, as afo:eſaid ; his oz her Wareing Apparel, 
Furniture fo: his o2 Her Dwelling Houſe, the 
ſaid Furniture and Neceflary Zols fox his oz 
her Trade and Occupation not crcefding Five 
pounds in Ualue, only Ercepted, but not upon 
the perſon o2 perſons of the P2ziſoners, the per- 
ſons. of ſuch ÞP:iſoners being Hercby foz cver 
fred and diſcharged from FJmp:ifonment fox 
any Debt, Lreſpaſs upon the Caſe, Duty, 
 Summ 02 Summs of Boney, o2 th:ngs there- 
unto relating, contracted oz due befkoze the time 
of their Diſcharge, having had Notice, as a= 
fo:eſaid. 

And be it further Enacted by the Authozity 
aforeſaid, That in Caſe any Sheriff, Goaler, 
o2 Keeper of a Pziſon, ſhall refuſe o2 delay foz 
LTh:& days, to bzing befoze ſuch Puſtice of the 
Peace, 02 after a Warrant of Diſcharge deliver- 
ed to Him, as afozeſaid, refuſe oz neglect to ſet 
at Liberty any Pziſoner oz P2iſoners accozding 
to the ſaid D:der of the Juſtice oz Puſtices of 
the Peace, made tn the purſuance of this A>;; 
every ſuch Goaler, Sheriff, oz Keeper of Pziſon 
(hall Forfeit and pay to ſuch Priſoner ſo detain= 
ed, contrary fo ſuch Order, the Summ of 
Lwenty pounds. to be Recovered by 251ill, 
— Plaint, Sure, or Action of Debt, in any of 

His £Dajefty's Courts of Record, Wherein no 
Elloyne Protection, or Wager of Law is to be 
allowed, nor more than one Pmparlance Grant=- 


ed ; and ſhall alſo be liable and ſubject to _ 
| ine. 
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Fine and Jimpriſonment for ſuch fiine, not ex- 
ceding Two Ponths, as the ſaid $uſkices of 
the Peace ſhall, upon Complaint thereof co them 

made, Order and Award. ot 42 
And be it further Enacted by the Anthority 
aforcfaid, Lyat upon any Aition of Eſcape; or 
other Duts brought, o2 to be brought, againſt 
any Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Goaler, or 
Keeper of Priſon, for any thing done in Obe- 
dience to this A>, it ſhall and may be Lawful 
to. and for any ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, She- 
rift, Goaler, and Keeper of Pztſon, to 41ead 
the General Jſſue, and give this Aa in Evi- 
dence, Which thall be a God and Sufficient 
Diſcharge, and ſave harmleſs every ſuch Þu- 
ſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Goaler and Keeper 
of P:ifon, Pleading the ſane ; and if the Blan=- 
tiff in any ſuch Action be Non-Duted, 02 Uer- 
bit paſs againſt him, the Defendant fhatl have 
Double Coſts, to be Lared by the Court where 
ſuth Action 1s bought. Tl 
P20vided alWays, That the Diſcharge of ary 
perſon 02 perſons by Uirtne of this Ut, (hall 
not amount unto, oz be conlirued to Free 82 Diſ- 
charge any other perſon 02 perſons joyutly 92 
ſeveraliy Bound fo2, 02 lyable to Anſwer 92 
Satisfy the ſaid Debt, oz any part thereof, ci- 
ther as P2tncipal o2 Surety, but that ſuch 0- 
ther perſon o2-perſons ſhall ve lyable fo An{Wwer 
the ſaid Debs and Damages in ſach manner; 
to all Jntents and purpoſes, as they Wwere- be= 
10:e the Diſcharge of ſuch priſoner. 0: 
P2ovided alſo, That no perſon by Uirtfue-of 
this Act, ſhall be diſcharged out of p:iſon -who 
{ball be Charged in y with moze TRA. 
the 
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the Summ of Fifty pounds to any otie perſon 
principal Poney and Damages. 

P2ovided always, That if any p:ifoner Who 
ſhall be releaſed by Uircue of this Ac, ſhall 
at any time afterwards be found. . o2 ſuſpected 
by any Creditoz to Have in ready Poney, Gods 
o2 Chattels in his own hands and poſſeſſion, oz 
in the hands of any others to his o2 Her uſe, o2 
in Truſt foz him oz Her, in Ualue over and a- 
bove what he o2 the 1s allowed by chis Ut, other 
than ſuch Gods in his Shop o2 Wozk-Houſe, 
as ye ſhall Have veen Credited and Truſted 
with lince the time of hs Difcharge, and fo2 
what he ſhall be really Pndebfted at the time of 
making ſuch Dath, and he o2 ſhe will not, oz 
do nof upon Covenrent demand. pay His o2 Her 
Debt o: Debts therewith, as far as the fame 
will reach, that then, and in ſuch Caſe, at the 
requeſt of any Credito:, the ſaid Oach ſhall be 
tendered to Him o2 her again by any Juſtice of 
the Peace in this Ac befoze PmpoWered to Ad- 
miniſter the ſaid Dath foz Diſcharge of P2iſo- 
ners, 02 by any Judge of the Court Wherein 
there is Judgment again? him when He o2 
the refuſing to take the ſaid Dath, ſhall be Re- 
manded to p2iſon, in Execution foz ſuch Debt 
92 Debts, any thing in this A> to the contra- 
ry, Notwithtanding. 

Pzovided alſo, That this Ac ſhall not extend 
to any perſon oz perſons in Execution fo2 any. 
Fine on him oz her Þmpoſcd fo: any Offence 
by him o? her committed. | 

* Pzodided , that ſuch perſon oz perſons 
as is, 02 are detained tn Priſon upon © any 


Deaſne P:oceſs, if - it ſhall be defired by 
3th any 
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any Credito: befo:e any Puſtice of the Peace, to 
whom ſuch P2iloner has applyed fo: his Diſ- 
charge, {hall fo:thwith give a Warrant to ſome 
Attomey to appear, o2 File common Bail fo2 
him, o2 them, in the Conrt out of which the 
faid Weaſne P2oceſs iſſued, and to receive a De= 
claration at the Plantifts Dute ; and that ſuch 
P.1ſoner ſhall thereupon have the full Beneflt 
of this Law, as tv the Liberty of His perſon, 
againſt his ſaid Jmp:iſonment, upon the ſaid 
WYeaſne P:oceſs, and againft any Judgment, 
02 Execution, that ſhall be Had agaiufſt him in 
that Dute, and againlt any other Dute that 
ſhall be bzonghr againſt him fo: the ſame mat- 
ter, 92 cauſe of Action. to all intents and pur- 
poſes as fully and beneficially, as if he had been 
charged in Execution at the ſaid Planciffs Sute, 
befoze the Firſt Day of Auxzuſt afo2eſaid ; but ſuch 
perſon in P?2iſon upon Yeaſne Proceſs, thall 
in caſe of his refuſal fo give ſuch Warrant 
of Atto:ney, iſe the whole Benefit of this A. 

Prov:ded always, That no W£erchane Dfran= 
ger, or other Alien or Foreigner, that hath 
been Arreſted, and is in Priſon on any Action 
or Dute, for, or by reaſon of any Debt, or 0- 
ther Engagement contracted, or Entred into 
beyond the Seas, ſhall have any Benefit of this 
Act; but that all, and every \nch Werchanc 
Dtranger, and other Alien and Foreigner, tyall, 
and may be detained in p:iſan, and proceeded 
aga'nlt as if this At had never been made. 

Provided always. That no priſoner (hall be 
Diſcharged by Uirtue of this A>, until he 
ſhall before the Juſtices of Peace, who are by 
this Act impowered to Diſcharge him, declare 
upon his, o2 her C9o2pozal Oath, which ar - 

y 
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the ſaid Juſtices are hereby appointed co Ad= 
miniſter, ivhat Effects are belonging £o him oz 
her, and what Debt oz Debts are wen Owing 
to him o2 Her, Within any is Majeſty's Do- 
mintons, 02 elſewheze, and by Wijom, ad fox 
hat Cauſe, and upon What Security; of all 
which a ©chedule ſhall be made in che pzeſence 
of fuch Juſtices, and Dubſcribed by the Pziſo= 
ner, and ſhall be by ſuch Puſkices returned to 
the next Quarter-Dcſſions, there to be kept fox 
the vetter Pnfozmation of the Creditoz of ſuch 
nſoner, Who, oz ſuch of them as will joyn, 
may thereupon Due fo; fuch Debts, oz ſo much 
thereof, as Will reaſonably ſatisfe them, in the 


Name of the Pziſoner ; and afcer the ſame Re- 


covered and Received, to render the Over-plus 
thereof (thetr own Debts and Charges firſt De- 
ducted) to the Pziſoner. 96 

P2ovided always, and fo Deferr all perſons 
who are by the Charitable Jatention of this 
Act to ve Relieved, from abuſing the Favour 
hereby to them intended. | 
"Be it Enacted, That if any perſon who ſhall 


tn purſuance of this Act, take his Oath fo: any 


the purpoſes hereby appointed, ſhall Fozſwear, 
o2 Perfure him oz herſelf, then ſuch perſon being 
Lawfally Tonvitted thereof, ſhall beyond, and 
over. and above the Penalties which may by the 
LawW now itt being inflicted, Suffer Jmpziſon- 
ment. ko2 the ſpace of. Deaven Pears, without 
Ball oz Painprize. | 
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